
Parish Councillor Network Meeting
Wednesday 20th July 2020

Project Updates



Agenda
❑ Welcome & Introductions

❑ Rural Wellbeing Service & Good Neighbours Schemes

❑ Sustainable Food Places 

❑ The Grow Cook Eat project – Lorraine Hirst/Alex Copeland

❑ Grow Green Together Conference 12th September

❑ AOB:

▪ Any questions

▪ What would you like to discuss in future meetings?



Good Neighbour Schemes
Joanna Browning and Claire Yow

GNS Fieldworkers



Bringing 
health & wellbeing advice

to rural communities



NLCF Good Neighbours project

❑ National Lottery Community Fund providing over £272,000 for 3 years

❑ To set up and support 30 Good Neighbour schemes across North 
Northants. (we are still supporting new and existing schemes in West 
Northants)

❑ Covers 2 Fieldworkers to help set up the schemes and support them

❑ Up to £700 available to each scheme for set up costs (North Northants 
and parishes in Northampton only)



What are Good Neighbour Schemes?

❑Volunteer led

❑Community determined

❑ Low-level, reliable support

❑Reassurance & confidence

❑ Independence & relief

❑Combatting isolation & loneliness



Type of support offered
❑ Each scheme is different, it’s what volunteers can offer e.g. 

❑ Household tasks

❑ Transport

❑ Befriending

❑ Exercise

❑ Administrative help

❑ Shopping & prescriptions

❑ Help with pets

❑ Sharing skills, seeds, plants & paint

❑ A steering group will define what assistance they want to offer 
and within how large an area. Schemes can be in both rural and 
urban locations.



Setting up a scheme

 Identify need and volunteers through survey – we can provide a 
template

 To establish a Good Neighbour Scheme you will need as a 
minimum:
❑ A steering group (2 to 4 volunteers)
❑ A constitution 
❑ Bank account 

 Scheme also requires insurance, mobile phone,  you might like a 
laptop, marketing & publicity materials, DBS checks for volunteers 
and training.

 Scheme set-up is between £700-1000 and ongoing costs are very 
low. 



How NACRE can help

❑ Up to £700 for start up costs*

❑ Support

❑ GNS Guide booklets

❑ Policies & Templates

❑ Evaluation forms

❑ Network opportunities

❑ Mentoring

❑ Training

❑ Celebration



I already run a community group, can I 
become a Good Neighbour Scheme?

❑ We welcome existing neighbourhood groups to join the network 
and access help and support. 

❑ You do not need to change the name of the group, or your 
community offer, all we ask is that you have a constitution and 
bank account (so you can access funding) and that you have a 
safeguarding and equal opportunities policy.

❑ We do not interfere or take over a group- the group will still be 
managed and run by the community- we are just here to help 
and support if needed. 



www.northantsacre.org.uk/
good-neighbour-schemes

joanna.browning@northantsacre.org.uk
claire.yow@northantsacre.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/northantsacre/

https://twitter.com/NorthantsACRE

https://www.facebook.com/Northamptonshire-Acre-922328727894828/
https://twitter.com/NorthantsACRE
mailto:joanna.browning@northantsacre.org.uk
mailto:claire.yow@northantsacre.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/northantsacre/
https://twitter.com/NorthantsACRE


Sustainable Food Places



What is a Sustainable Food Place?
❑ Working across all aspects of the food system to solve some of today’s most 

pressing social, environmental and economic issues.

❑ Was originally Sustainable Town Place but broadened out

❑ Helping local authorities, businesses and organisations take simple actions to 
tackle the climate and nature emergency through food: 
https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/

❑ West Northants already registered as a SFP: 
https://goodfoodwnorthants.org/sustainablefoodplace.html

❑ Several groups working on different aspects including climate change group. 

https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/
https://goodfoodwnorthants.org/sustainablefoodplace.html


North Northants Sustainable Food Network

❑ North Northants recently set up Sustainable Food Network

❑ Members include MiN, Voluntary Sector, Public Health, North 
Northants Council

❑ Working to become a registered place – applying in October. 

❑ Logo developed and website due to go live from Monday 25th

July: https://nnsustainablefoodnetwork.co.uk/

❑ Successfully received funding from Community Renewal Fund

https://nnsustainablefoodnetwork.co.uk/


Community Renewal Fund presentation

The key areas of the project

❑ Develop an online map of food producers, retailers, food banks, food larders and any 
other community organizations focused on food waste and poverty.

❑ In conjunction with MiN,  pilot 3 food apps and an assessment tool for retail and 
hospitality businesses, the apps helping businesses to reduce food waste and 
encourage  sustainability. 

❑ Research the food chain system in the north of the county, then produce a report 
highlighting identifying any issues that were found with suggestions for how these 
might be rectified. 

❑ Submit an application for North Northamptonshire to be become a registered 
Sustainable Food Place.



Community Renewal Fund presentation

❑ The working title of the project is 

❑ An agreed generic questionnaire for any organization that is contacted is 
agreed, this can be paperless and filled in on a laptop or phone.

❑ SharePoint portal set up .

▪ Data base of contacts established with NACRE and MiN

▪ Any Data collected can be easily analysed, therefore adding to the ease of the 
end report

❑ Introductions underway to all the researched and known contacts of 
interest.

❑ Online map developed

❑ Pilkington Communications marketing agency have been engaged to 
work on publicizing the project in anticipation  of the launch.

Circle Full



Community Renewal Fund Apps

❑ The app licences have been bought and are being issued to 
interested parties.

Food Loop and Too Good To Go focus on 
reducing food waste

Zellar focuses on helping companies assess 
their sustainable status /score and offer 
help to improve it



Community Renewal Fund presentation

 Flyers have been generated which give contacts an easy overview of the 
apps and online map.



Community Renewal Fund presentation
The online map



Community Renewal Fund Next steps

❑ Continue to roll out licences for apps

❑ Monitor the engagement with the apps

❑ Go live with website and map

❑ Continue to research and make new contacts for map

❑ Work on engaging with Hospitals.

❑ Finalise report for NNC

❑ Complete evaluation of project (external company)

❑ Apply to SFP for registration

❑ Increase membership of the North Northants Sustainable Food Network

❑ For more details please contact:

Elaine.oleary@northantsacre.org.uk or tel 01604 765888

mailto:Elaine.oleary@northantsacre.org.uk


Grow, Cook, Eat project
Lorraine Hirst/Alex Copeland



Grow Green Together 
Conference







Workshops

❑ Several workshops in run up to conference

❑ Some online and some in person

❑ All free

Thursday 4th August 11am. How to green your community building:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-how-to-green-your-community-
building-tickets-384516207327

Monday 8th August 5.30pm Butterfly Conservation in Northamptonshire

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-butterfly-conservation-tickets-
384600268757

Tuesday 23rd August 1.30pm. Nature tour of the UON Waterside Campus visit

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-uon-centre-tour-tickets-
384617540417

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-how-to-green-your-community-building-tickets-384516207327
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-butterfly-conservation-tickets-384600268757
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/grow-green-together-uon-centre-tour-tickets-384617540417


www.northantsacre.org.uk

acre@northantsacre.org.uk

01604 765888

https://www.facebook.com/northantsacre/

@NorthantsACRE

https://www.facebook.com/Northamptonshire-Acre-922328727894828/
https://twitter.com/NorthantsACRE
mailto:Jennifer.hedges@northantsacre.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/northantsacre/
https://twitter.com/NorthantsACRE

