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  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BEST VILLAGE APPLICATION FORM 2018

NAME OF VILLAGE:  
Population (please circle)   Under 500                501 - 3000                    3001 - 6000
The competition will be run with prizes for small, medium & large villages and once again there will be a Newcomers Cup for those villages who have not entered since 2010. One village will be judged to be the overall Northamptonshire Best Village.

Please complete all sections of this entry as they form the overall basis of marking. 
Please treat it as a ‘community audit’ of your village.  It may assist you in the 
village’s future development.  
Please include a sketch map of your village showing important facilities including village hall, sports ground, shops, schools and noticeboards etc. 
To help you, it is recommended that you involve as many people from your village as possible.  This profile will give the judges a picture of life in your village. 

They are looking for evidence of community involvement, pride and initiative.

For any enquiries or to return the form please contact: 

Rebecca Breakwell, Northamptonshire ACRE Best Village Competition Co-ordinator at: rebecca.breakwell@northantsacre.org.uk or 01604 825884.
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Clarke on 01604 765888

Northamptonshire ACRE, Hunsbury Hill Centre, Harksome Hill, Northampton, NN4 9QX.
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NO LATER THAN 

      THURSDAY 15TH MARCH 2018
NOTE: Answers to questions should not exceed 50 words unless otherwise stated. The boxes will expand as you type. 
	1. VILLAGE LIFE 

	1.
	Please list (in not more than 100 words) the type and frequency of regular activities and events that take place in your village including civic, religious, arts, heritage, special interest and action groups etc. E.g. Fetes, festivals and plays. 

Please list.



	2.
	Has your village put on or been involved in any one-off special events in the last 3 years?



	3.
	Is the community involved in any regular activities or events with or in adjoining villages?

Please give details.


	4.
	How do you welcome new residents into village life?  E.g. a welcome pack?


	5.
	How do you welcome visitors to your village? In terms of information, facilities, events etc.


	
	2. COMMUNITY LIFE

	1.
	Is there a Community Newsletter/Parish Magazine?  

If Yes, please give details on frequency (weekly, monthly, quarterly) and circulation (number)



	2.
	Are there Public or Parish Notice Boards?               

If Yes, please say where and how often they are updated


	3.
	Does your village have, or have access to any sports and leisure facilities in any other villages?      



	4.
	Does your village have, operate or have access to any kind of community transport or voluntary car scheme?              



	5.
	Are there any charities that provide support to the local community?  If so, please give brief details, including how they are publicized.  



	6.
	Please tick whether your community has carried out in the last 5 years, or is planning to carry out, any of the following (Do not send in copies of these documents at this stage)

Village Design Statement                      Housing Needs Survey    

Parish Plan                                               Neighbourhood Plan       


	7.
	Has your parish introduced any crime prevention measures? E.g. Village Special Constable, CCTV, Neighbourhood Watch.


	
	3. BUSINESS

	1.
	Do local businesses support community life, beyond offering employment?   
 E.g. sponsorship of local events or village activities.



	2.
	Please summarise what employment opportunities are available for local people including apprenticeships or training.


	3.
	Are villagers involved in running any of the village services?  E.g. Shop, Café, etc.



	
	4. CHILDREN &YOUNG PEOPLE

	1.
	Does the village have, or have access to, any Crèches, Playgroups or Toddler groups or clubs aimed at pre-school children?  Please give details. 
Are these groups helped or financed by community fund raising? 


	2.
	Does the village have any immediately after school clubs/groups for children and young people in the local area?   Please give details. 
Are these clubs/groups helped or financed by community fund raising?


	3.
	Do you have any youth groups/clubs in the village, or access to them in nearby villages? E.g. Scouts, Guides, Church, Sports Clubs, etc.  

Please list.



	
	5. OLDER PEOPLE

	1.
	How are older people involved in village life?   E.g. reading in schools, oral history projects, parish council.   
         

	2.
	 Are there any village schemes to help older people? E.g. transport, Good Neighbour Scheme etc. 


	3.
	Are there any informal support services for older people in the village? E.g. Neighbourhood schemes.  



	
	6. ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY

	1.
	What environmental / conservation activities goes on in your village? Include any measures to improve the appearance of your village. E.g. Allotments, Pocket Parks, Tree or flower planting. 


	2.
	Have you produced any leaflets or maps, guides to support any of these activities?                   


	3.
	Does the village have ‘tidy up days’ or regular litter pick?   

Please give details of how this is organized and frequency. 


	4.
	Are there any community projects introduced by the village to reduce its ‘carbon footprint’? 

E.g. recycling, energy efficiency or solar energy, or local food schemes. 


	
	7. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

	1.
	What are your main websites for publicising village information and activities? Please give the addresses. The IT judges will particularly look to see how easy the site is to find, ease of use, comprehensiveness and how up to date the site is kept.
Marked by IT judges only

	2.
	How do villagers and community groups use IT and social media (websites, email, blogs, Facebook, Twitter etc) for the benefit of the community? Please describe.


	8. YOUR VILLAGE

	FINALLY & IMPORTANTLY: Tell us what makes your village a special place for residents, employees and visitors (in not more than 300 words).



Please return this form to:
Rebecca Breakwell, Northamptonshire ACRE Best Village Competition Co-ordinator, Hunsbury Hill Centre, Harksome Hill, Northampton. NN4 9 QX or email rebecca.breakwell@northantsacre.org.uk.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION AND HARD WORK. GOOD LUCK!
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